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At Hob’s House 

 
The British weather is fickle, we all know that, but May 8th took some beating. Not to beat 
about the bush, it was perishing! We all looked like arctic explorers with our triple layers of 
coats, scarves and hats. Nevertheless, there was an excellent turnout of 21 for the first 
excursion of the ?summer to Derbyshire, led by Section member Mike Allen. We met at 
Monsal Head, in the car park by the hotel, and the first locality was Hob’s House landslip, 
about a mile away south west along the valley of the Wye. The track was rather testing in 
places but we stuck it out, stimulated by the scenic surroundings and Spring flowers. At 
Hob’s House an impressive landslip could be seen, the derivation of the name obvious from 
the configuration of a particular group of the large slipped blocks. Its interesting how often 
the old name-givers brought the devil into their appellations (hob = devil). The rock 
hereabouts is the Monsal Dale Limestone, of Brigantian (Dinantian, Lower Carboniferous) 
age. At Hob’s House it sits on Shacklow Wood Lava and the plane between them acted as 
the slippage surface. After an improving hour or so at Hob’s House studying the coral 
marker beds and trying to extract fossils (with some difficulty, Carboniferous Limestone is 
notoriously difficult to work with a hammer) we walked back along the same track to Monsal 
Head. Here we paused for lunch, some in the café, others who had presciently brought 
packed lunch, in their cars. 
   Then we drove down into Ashford in the Water where we parked. From there we took off 
on a lovely ramble through wonderful scenery with fine natural history all around us, 
studying the remnants of the Ashford Marble industry. The circular walk took us from 
Ashford – Sheldon – Ashford and on its course we observed not only the dark Ashford 
Marble (a facies of the Monsal Dale Limestone), but also the so-called Rosewood Marble, 
and lots of evidence of submarine slumping. We crossed the line of the Dirtlow Rake lead 
seam at a couple of points, and the leader also told us about the chert mining which went on 
around Ashford. So despite the attractively rural nature of the area today, it was clear that in 
the past it had been the scene of much industry. The ‘marbles’ are not true metamorphic 
rock as we usually understand it, but simply darker versions of the local limestone, of very 
fine grain with a tendency to take a polish. They were used mostly for ornamental ware, and 
memorials. 



 
In Nettler Dale 

 
 
 

 
Basaltic lava near Ashford in the Water 

 
   As the day wore on we said goodbye to members who had to depart, but a hard core of 
nine of us were still with Mike at the end of the walk as he led us along the Wye to see an 
exposure of  ‘toadstone’ or basaltic lava, and also a sough emanating from the Dirtlow Rake. 
The discovery of good stands of toothwort also excited the members interest. A cadre was 
still present right at the end of the day for an exposure of trilobite-yielding rocks on the A6 
nearby. A fine day all round despite the gloomy cold weather, seemingly with rain about to 
descend at any time, but not actually breaking into rainfall for long. We all resolved that we 
really must visit Derbyshire more often. 
 

Andrew Swift 


