Summer 2009 Field Excursion Reports

Malverns Area, September 5 ™ 2009

Eleven members made the journey across to Worcestershire for an excursion to see mostly
Silurian rocks and, hopefully, find some decent fossils.

Trilobites found at Whitman’s Hill

The meeting place at Storridge Village Hall was not immediately obvious but eventually the
group all gathered, and were met by our leader Margaret, a volunteer for the Malvern and
Abberley Hills Geopark. The weather was initially fine but soon clouded over as we took the
long track to the day’s main locality, Whitman’s Hill Quarry. The sequence in the disused but
conserved quarry is Coalbrookdale and Wenlock Limestone formations, and was expected to
yield good fossil hauls, as is customary with such strata. However, it was soon apparent that
the many other parties and individuals who had preceded us had picked the site clean of
quality specimens.

Nevertheless, assiduous collecting by our more eagle-eyed members resulted in some
trilobite and other reasonable material being found, and our enthusiasm did not wane. So
much so that we asked for an extension to the time Margaret had allocated to stay in the
quarry. Eventually we came away, and lunch was taken at the cars. Nobody was especially
keen to end the day then, so, despite no other locality being scheduled, our obvious
enthusiasm and not a little pleading resulted in Margaret agreeing to lead us to another quarry
at the south of the Malverns range.

This proved to be the disused Gullet Quarry, which was opened into intrusive igneous rocks
of the Precambrian Malverns Complex. High above and unconformably overlying the
Precambrian sequence was a small exposure of steeply inclined sediments of the Wyche
Formation of the Upper Llandovery (Silurian). Here we studied structures, discussed the rock
types and looked again for fossils. There were lots of the latter, but not quite what we
expected, being a fine array of trace rather than body fossils. The jovial atmosphere among
the members of the party was further enlivened by the spectacle of the field secretary
attempting to extricate herself from between a rock and a hard place.



The party in Whitman’s Hill Quarry

The party at Gullet Quarry
Eventually it was time to end an excellent day’s field geology, which we did with sincere

thanks to Margaret for her willingness to extend the day and for her keen leadership. As ever,
the day ended with drinks in a local pub, this time the Pheasant at nearby Welland.

Andrew Swift



Boon's and Jee’s quarries, Nuneaton, September 26 ™ 2009

Our joint excursion with the Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group is now becoming an
annual fixture in our summer programme, and for 2009 we joined our friends at two highly
interesting quarries near Nuneaton. The turnout from both groups was excellent, and 18
Geology Section members made the short trip to north Warwickshire, contributing to a party
well in excess of 40 enthusiasts. It was a good job the car park at our meeting place at the
guarries was a large one. In order to maintain some order amongst the large group, we were
split into three parties, each individually led by a WGCG member. We began the day in Boon’s
Quarry, and not for the first time we wondered at the amazing recuperative powers of Nature,
which had created a sylvan and attractive oasis where before had been industrial clamour.

The quarry was opened to exploit very hard Precambrian rocks for road metal. These rocks
are part of the Caldecote Volcanic Formation, and consist of a complex of igneous types,
including tuffs and submarine pyroclastic flow deposits. The finest feature at Boons is the
magnificent unconformity between these Precambrian strata and the overlying Lower
Cambrian Hartshill Sandstone Formation. The underlying Precambrian is heavily weathered
which indicates a long hiatus before the basal conglomerates (containing variably-sized clasts
of the older beds, perhaps representing a beach or eroding cliff) of the Cambrian were laid
down. Much stimulating discussion took place regarding the nature of the junction.

In Boon’s Quarry

After lunch back at the car park we walked the short distance to the ‘twin’ quarry of Jee’s.
Here a magnificent lake had developed in the hole left by quarrying, but the number of
drownings recorded at the site and at Boon’s indicated the great danger that attended these
old workings. In Jee’s we were able to see a much more comprehensive exposure of the
Hartshill Sandstone Formation, including extensive exposures of single bedding planes, often
showing nice sedimentary structures. Cutting impressively through the sandstones were
several dykes and sills. Towards the top of the HS Formation was the ‘Hyolithes Limestone’,
now known formally as the Home Farm Member, which has yielded the oldest shelly fauna
known from Britain. Unfortunately we couldn’t access the exposure, or the higher Cambrian
and Ordovician Stockingford Shales, but some fallen blocks were available for inspection.



The Precambrian/Cambrian boundary at Boon’s Quarry

Dyke (L) and sill (R) at Jee's Quarry
After the usual thanks and goodbyes to colleagues from the WGCG, the Geology Section

party dispersed, some of us to show solidarity with one of our members who was ‘minding’ a
pub nearby.

Andrew Swift



The National Coal Mining Museum of England, October 10" 2009

Our museum visit in 2009 was of a somewhat different nature to those usually undertaken, in
that we didn’t go primarily to study specimens and artifacts displayed in cases, or interractive
installations, as in a conventional museum. Instead, we visited a preserved/conserved real
coal mine, maintained as closely as possible in its original state, notwithstanding the addition
of some modern gizmos and exhibits in shiny new exhibition halls, shop and café.

The winding gear at Caphouse

Not that many years ago, the idea of preserving a pretty run-of-the-mill colliery in England
would have prompted wry laughter, but post-1984 the coal mining map of the UK was re-
drafted and most mines disappeared completely. Thus the Caphouse and Hope pits complex
near Wakefield represents an almost vanished aspect of industrial Britain, and as such
attracts large number of visitors every year. It is now necessary to actually show our children,
otherwise they’d never know, what a real coal mine is like.

The Museum’s main attraction and selling point is the chance to descend to the depths and
experience what life underground winning coal was all about, so of course the Geology
Section had to do that. And what an eye-opener that was — very little concession had been
made to sanitise the surroundings for tourists, and much had been left just as it was when the
last shift took leave of the galleries. It was dark, oppressive, and potentially dangerous
underfoot, and the threat to the crania of tall folks like myself very real. One experienced an
authentic feeling for what conditions were actually like for miners, day in and day out. Those
subject to claustrophobia, either known about or latent, soon knew about it!

Above ground once more there was lots more to explore. Apart from the exhibition halls and
shop, a nature trail had been laid out around the extensive grounds and there was also much
coal mining and railway hardware to investigate. We ate in the modern café and checked out
the pithead baths, winding engine and stables where real ponies were still looked after.

And so the 2009 field season drew to a close on a high note. We’d had a good summer, and
hoped for more of the same next year.



At the pithead after our trip underground

A corner of one of the exhibitions

Andrew Swift



